
Media Advisory: 
Event Invitation and Photo Opportunity 

The Town of Fort Erie, its key partners and stakeholders invite you to 

attend the grand opening of the new Bay Beach!  

 WHAT: Celebrating the Grand Opening of the new Bay Beach, with all 

day festivities 

WHERE:  4155 Erie Road, Crystal Beach, ON 

WHEN: Sunday, May 26, 2019 

 9:00 am - Sand Castle competition starts (pros start at 7:00 am)
 11:00 am - Event commences with food trucks and entertainment
 12:00 pm - Ribbon cutting ceremony
 2:30 pm- Sand Castle judging commences
 3:00 pm - Announcement of Sand Caste competition winners
 4:00 pm - food trucks and entertainment wraps up

BACKGROUND DETAILS ARE ATTACHED. 

For further information, please contact: 

Signe Hansen, Manager, Community Planning 

Email: shansen@forterie.ca 

Tel: (905) 871-1600 ext. 2506 

https://www.childrenfirstcanada.com/news/2016/3/10/8oolifw3zy5wwoaum807oarmpt1hmt
https://www.childrenfirstcanada.com/news/2016/3/10/8oolifw3zy5wwoaum807oarmpt1hmt
mailto:shansen@forterie.ca


BAY BEACH BACKGROUNDER 
 
General Information 

 Park design developed through community consensus, as outlined in the 2015 Bay 
Beach Master Plan. 

 Project cost: Approximately $3.1 million 

 2 acre beach park plus 1000’of pristine white sand beach 

 Site features include accessible washroom facility compete with lockers and change 
rooms, a pavilion and festival square, a terrace overlooking Lake Erie, a playground and 
shade pergola, picnic areas, a ramp to the beach, free WiFi, protected sand dunes and 
Fowlers toad habitat. 

 Designed by the Planning Partnership, in partnership with Baird + Associates, TCI 
Management Consultants, LCA Environmental, Parsons and TCA. 

 Construction by Stevensville Lawn Service 

 Construction management by the Planning Partnership, ACK Architects and Parsons. 

 The Bay Beach Grand Opening will take place on Sunday May 26, 2019, at 4155 Erie 
Road in Crystal Beach. The fun starts at 11am and wraps up around 4pm. The Ribbon 
Cutting Ceremony will commence at noon. 

 Everyone is welcome to join us for a day of family fun. DJ Doug will spin the tunes, 
while Niagara Face Painters, professional balloon makers and magician Scoop McCoy 
will keep you entertained. Free Admission on this day. 

 The celebration will be highlighted by the first annual sand castle competition. Watch 
professional sand castle builders Sandi Sterling, Dale Andrews and Sharon Nesbitt compete 
for the first place prize of $500 sponsored by Marz Homes. Teams, families or individuals 
are invited to create their own sand masterpieces, with the $100 top prize sponsored by the 
South Coast Cookhouse. Sand castle building starts at 9am, with sign up on the beach. 
Judging starts at 2:30 pm sharp and the winners will be announced at 3pm. 

 Don’t worry - no one will go hungry or thirsty. Tim Hortons will be on site offering free 
coffee and ice drinks. Fill up your water bottle at the Niagara Water Wagon. Save room 
for lunch - a variety of food trucks will be on site to satisfy everyone’s palette. Or enjoy a 
sit down meal and cold beverage at one of the fantastic restaurants throughout Crystal 
Beach. 

 

Project partners 
 Region of Niagara Waterfront Investment Program: $850,000 

 Ridgeway Lions Club: Raised almost $110,000 for park playground 

 Federal Government’s Enabling Accessibility Fund helped purchase the accessible 
beach mats 

 Greater Fort Erie High School and Fleet Canada Inc. constructed the Park’s bike racks 

 Crystal Beach Hill Cottagers Organization donated land to construct south sidewalk 

 Friends of Crystal Beach donated 3 large Red Oak Tree, 2 large Maple trees, 2 benches 

 Albert Garofalo and the Bert Miller Nature Club provided the dune grass plantings and 
interpretive signage, in partnership with Saint Frances Catholic Secondary School, 
Notre Dame College School and Lakeshore Catholic High School 

 Open Space Solutions donated the Buddy Bench 

 



Bike Racks 
Don’t hesitate to ride your bike to Bay Beach this summer – the park is fully equipped with bike 
racks throughout! The bike racks at Bay Beach were designed and constructed by the students 
at Greater Fort Erie Secondary School, as part of their course curriculum. With the support of 
School Principal, Fred Louws, Ms. Mayne’s Visual Arts class designed 10 unique water and 
beach themed bike racks, reflective of the Crystal Beach and Lake Erie area. Mr. Bernier’s 
Manufacturing Technology class then manufactured the bike racks, by first fabricating the post 
and ring frame and then using digitally transcribed artwork in the CAD/CAM software for milling 
each custom piece. Fleet Canada Inc. generously donated the aluminum for the production of 
these unique designs. A community engagement and outreach initiative of Fort Erie’s Active 
Transportation Advisory Committee and led by the Town’s neighborhood planner, Chris Millar, 
the project is truly a win-win for the Town and the students of GFESS!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Washroom 
The Bay Beach washroom provides more than just sinks and toilets. In response to feedback 
from the community through the Bay Beach Master Plan process, this fully equipped facility 
includes day lockers, change rooms, bench seating, a footwash station to clean sandy feet, a 
bottle refill station, two large family washrooms and a barrier free washroom complete with an 
adult change table. The washroom building will be open daily between 8 am until 8 pm, from 
Victoria Day through the Labour Day weekend. Don’t forget to bring your own locks and 
refillable bottles. 

 

Dune Grass Plantings 
On May 2, 2019 fifty students from Saint Frances Catholic Secondary School, Notre Dame 
College School and Lakeshore Catholic High School planted 1000 dune grasses along the 
sand dunes at Bay Beach. The project was coordinated and led by Albert Garofalo and the 
Bert Miller Nature Club. The locally harvested native dune grasses will serve to restore the 
sand dunes, protect the beach, stop the movement of sand across the park, and create habitat 
for the endangered Fowlers Toad. The dune grasses will be fenced off to protect them from 
trampling, and interpretive signage will provide information on the formation and ecological 
importance of sand dunes.  

 
     

 
 
 



Ridgeway Lions 
In keeping with its commitment to serve the community, the Ridgeway Lions Club set a goal to 
raise $85,000 to construct a playground at Bay Beach, for the enjoyment of all.  

Through pasta dinners, its engraved paver campaign, selling Tim Hortons smile cookies and 
creating community partnerships, the Ridgeway Lions Club quickly achieved and exceeded its 
fundraising goal, by raising over $105,000 for the Bay Beach playground. 

The playground design was selected by the children of the community, at a dotmocracy open 
house. Children were provided dots to identify their favorite playground features. The final 
playground design is a compilation of these favorites, and includes a giant whale tail climber, 
a giant spinner, a swing set, climbers, slides, teeter totters, and numerous ground level 
features to ensure accessibility for all. 

Don’t miss the beautiful engraved paver pathway at the west entrance to the playground, 
which recognizes all who contributed to the playground fundraising campaign. 

Accessibility is a Priority 
The Town believes in accessible and inclusive spaces for all. Under the 
guidance of the Town of Fort Erie’s Accessibility Advisory Committee, all 
park improvements and new playgrounds meet or exceed the requirements 
of the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act. Bay Beach has been 
designed as a completely accessible park, including access to the 
waterfront. Mobi beach mats will be in place throughout the beach season, 
connecting the beach access ramp to the water’s edge. These mats will 
provide a stable surface for wheelchairs, scooters and other mobility 
devices, baby strollers, and walkers alike. The Mobi Mats are partially 
funded through the Federal Government’s Enabling Accessibility Fund. 



 

Smile, you’re on Camera. And, we have WIFI. 
Bay Beach is one of several Town parks that offer free WiFi to park patrons.  Access WiFi by 
selecting the ‘Public’ network on your mobile device. The park is also well equipped with 
security cameras. One camera will live stream beach and weather conditions on the Town’s 
website, while other cameras will record day and night time park activity, to ensure video of 
any undesirable activity such as vandalism can be provided to the appropriate authorities. 

 
Beach Passes and Parking 
While everyone is welcome to enjoy all of the features of Bay Beach park, there will be an 
admission fee to access the beach. The Admission fee will be in effect Victoria Day through 
Labour Day, between 10 am - 4 pm on weekdays and 9 am - 5 pm on weekends and holidays. 
Beach access will be free at all other times.  

Beach passes for residents can be purchased at Fort Erie Town Hall during business hours. 
Fort Erie Residents, with appropriate identification, can purchase a season pass for $10. 
Residents without a season pass, and non-residents, can purchase a day pass for $5 per 
person at the beach. Children 10 and under are free. 

Paid parking is available at the municipal parking lot at Erie Road and Eastwood Avenue, 
between May 1 and September 30. The parking fee is $4.00 per hour, or a flat rate of $15 per 
car between 8 am and 9 pm. Parking is not permitted from 2 am - 6 am. 

Metered parking is also available on streets surrounding the park and will be enforced between 
Victoria Day and Labour Day. The rate of meter parking is $2 per hour or a flat fee of $10 for 
the day from 10 am - 6 pm.  

 

For further information related to the Park Design and Amenities, please contact: 

Signe Hansen, Manager, Community Planning 
Email: shansen@forterie.ca 
Tel:  906-871-1600 ext. 2506 

For further information related to maintenance or parking issues, please contact: 

Sean Hutton, Manager, Parks and Facilities 
Email: shutton@forterie.ca 
Tel:  906-871-1600 ext. 2430 

 

mailto:shansen@forterie.ca
mailto:shutton@forterie.ca

